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the project has been a success and the infrastructure has been continuously reinforced
to serve as a model for the northeast leg of the A-train. The A-train, which began
construction in November 2012, uses the same tunnels and architecture as the original
R-1 and R-2 lines in the St. Paul area. Another significant change to the future A-train
structure includes an increased train frequency, increase of 250% to 700 buses a day,
and two new train stations. The A-train project has a projected opening date of late
2015, an estimated $5 billion cost, and 800 full time jobs once the final trains are
deployed. For more information about the A-train, visit and of peripheral blood
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progenitor cells mobilization centers. Our experience with peripheral blood progenitor
cell (PBPC) mobilization offers useful data to answer the question: does the frequency
of mobilization significantly differ from one center to another? We collected and
reviewed the results of PBPC apheresis performed in five different hematology-
oncology centers, coordinating the study and using the same protocol (the only
difference is the center) in order to obtain an homogeneous group of patients. Eighty-
three mobilization procedures were performed, 75 being harvesting procedures and
eight being aplasia-inducing therapy. The median total mononuclear cell count was 5.6
x 10(10) cells/l. Leukocytosis (greater than 10 x 10(9) leukocytes/l), was present in 45
(53%) patients. The difference in blood counts during the three study time phases (pre-
therapeutic, therapeutic and post-therapeutic) did not reach statistical significance.
The collection rate (RR: rate of harvest from peripheral blood) was 49%; the other 51%
of harvested blood was obtained from the central vein. The mobilization rate (RR) was
55%. The mean CD34+ cells/kg of mononuclear cells was significantly higher in
harvesting procedures (5.8 x 10(6)) than in mobilization procedures (1.8 x 10(6) P =
0.005). The mean number of mobilization procedures per patient was 3.2. The mean
time to complete
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