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mistermovie.co.Uk!One of the first problems we
encountered with a new OS is setting up wifi for
external devices. Of course you can configure
the router to forward to IP, but hey its a router

not a snow plow. We discovered there are three
options with Linux: the old way of using static IP,
the new way of using DHCP and finally the new
way of using IF: Network Interface Control. The
idea with static IP is that the external device is

given a static IP so it always has that IP to reach
the router. For example 192.168.1.100. This is

exactly what you get with windows and previous
versions of Android. Linux is a bit different as it
wants to use your ethernet card to find the IP so
its the card connected to your WAN port on the

router that gets a fixed IP address. To fix this we
enabled wifi-ifupdown. If you do that it will use

the wifi interface to find a DHCP server and then
assign it an IP. If you don’t have a wifi interface
(like in headless machines) it will proceed to the

next step and try to assign an IP to your
ethernet interface. Unfortunately this has it’s
own little problems. To start if you are on a

headless machine you have to manually start
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the service which is not something you want to
have to do. If you are connected to a network

that is not on the same subnet as the raspberry
pi you have to set the IP manually, which adds

complexity (see below). With wifi
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