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Professionalâ€Home » Features » How to save the Mojave from drone colony: Dougherty’s future

home in jeopardy due to the Northern Nevada Desert Policy Act How to save the Mojave from drone
colony: Dougherty’s future home in jeopardy due to the Northern Nevada Desert Policy Act July 11,
2015 By David Giancola Like most people living in Nevada the last thing you want to see is a drone
colony where you work or play. But what if it’s not just the next Musk idea that seems like the only
real option, but the only real option left? And that’s not just a hypothetical, but what’s happening to

Dougherty, the town you’ve probably never heard of but for those living here is the 6th most
expensive zip code in America. The very idea of a drone colony is counterintuitive to most

Nevadans, but that’s exactly the position the community finds itself in. The Northern Nevada Desert
Policy Act (NNDPA) is a bill introduced to Congress in August 2014 that proposes a ban on UAS

(unmanned aerial system) operations across 12 million acres, or 62 percent of the Nevada desert —
larger than the state of California. The wide-ranging bill would target new UAS operations in the

area as well as any drone services operating in the region. This proposal came from three of
Nevada’s most prominent billionaires — Elon Musk, Larry Ellison and Las Vegas Sands Corporation
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